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water is more than 600 times in excess of the potable pro-
portion. The conflict between European science and Arabian
practice is manifest, but quot homines tot sententiae! One
can scarcely perhaps expect the West to appreciate the virtues
of camel urine tempered by countless generations of seepage
through sandstone rock.
The halt at Maqainama occasioned further widespread
backsliding from the rigours of the fast coinciding with the
fortunate discovery that one of our camels had reached the
end of its working tether. What was wrong with it I never
knew but they sought my approval for its slaughter. That, I
replied, is a matter for the Amir to decide. And Zayid was
bored with the fasting. So the animal was couched and slain
on January 24th, the first casualty of our expedition and
that somewhat fortuitous. There was, therefore, meat in the
camp these days and for many days thereafter, for the residue
was salted by Zaid the cook, who daily dished out suitable
portions for our meals until the last of the animal was put
away into human receptacles about three weeks later. We
took advantage of a complete day's halt at Maqainama to
send the camels out to the Summan pastures under a small
guard, which was reinforced by my small party when I rode
out to inspect the country along the Aflaj route. Those who
were not fasting remained behind to look after the camp.
The country was a bare broken upland, which from the paral-
lel of Maqainama extends south about 30 miles or more to
the fringe of the great gravel plain of Abu Bahr which, as will
be shown in detail later, carries the central steppe down to
the sands of the far south. Here and there the barrenness of
the Summan is relieved by shallow saucers or depressions
fairly well covered with vegetation and I counted as many as
ten different kinds of desert plants.1 In an acacia bush we
found the old nest of a raven, and in one of the depressions a
Jerboa was dug out of its burrow, while a few small birds
were seen. Otherwise, apart from the arrow-head2 and a few
lizards, there was little enough of interest.
1	Salam, Hadh, Nwsi, Fani, Hithra, So? dan, Ramram, Kurraish, Duraima,
Qarnua—see Appendix.
2	I named the depression in which I found this relic Baudhat al Bumh
(the coomb of the spear).

